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1 Liturgy, againſt the ſ free, the ſo candid Diſquiſitors, and 


Authors of the &xpediency, yea Neceſſity of altering the 
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Ingratitude to GOD! how ba/e a Crime! 
Forgetfulneſs of Him, who ALL ſuſtains, 
In whom abe live, and mode, and have our Being :" 


What range Stupidity ! the Ali knows better! La. i. 3. 


— RE 
* — e 


__—_— 


8 
8 L O N D O N: 
Printed and fold by M. Lewis, at the Bible and Dove, in Pater- 
nofter-Row e Sold alſo by M. Wir nERs, at the Seven Stars, in 


Flet-fireet ; and W. Hearn, in Piccadilly. 1760. 
( Price Szx-pence. ) 


Where may be had his laſt printed Sermons : 
Jobn Baptift's: Office continued in all Minifters*of the Goſpel ; 
or, A Senſe of our Want of him, the only Diſpeſition for Chriſt: 
And, Victory and Plenty, great Subjects of Thankſgiving. 
At the laſt Place, only his Viſitation-Sermon. 
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Pſ. cxlv. 15, 16. 


The Eyes of all wait upon thee, O 
Lord: for thou giveſt them 
their Meat in due Seaſon. Thou 
openeſt thy Hand; and filleft 
all Things living with Plente- 
ouſnefs. 


INS we have all of us, my Brethren, 

A RR now received a great Bleſſing from 

GOD —a great Blefling indeed 

. N M muſt the Community lay, there 

is a loud Call upon us to be thankful. 

The Blefſing I need not tell you: Your own 

thankful Hearts, no doubt, are ſenſible of 

it. 


Thankſgiving is a delightful Duty of all 
others, it carries its own immediate preſent 
Reward with it: For the Heart that is duly 
thankful, is happy. It is continually breath- 
ing forth, O praiſe the Lord; for it is a good 
* to þ ing Praiſes unto our GOD, yea a joy- 
A 2 ful 
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141 
ful and a pleaſant Thing it is to be thankful. A 
joyful and pleaſant Thing indeed! A great 
Bleſſing, that GOD is good to his unworthy 
Creatures. And ſtill, a greater Bleſſing, to 
thoſe, whom, by his Grace in their Hearts, he 
makes ſenſible of his Goodneſs towards them. 
That GOD is good,” the whole Voice 
of Nature declares. The inanimate Creation, 
even the Outgeings of the Morning and Evening 
do praiſe him. The animal Nature joins 
(with-the Birds in particular) to praiſe him with 
their artleſs Tongue. Yea, the whole Scale 
of Beings which continued in their primitive 
State, do laud and bleſs the Hand that made 
them that not only made them, but made 
them happy Happy in a Communication of 
his own Happineſs and Goodnefs. All but 
Man! and that becauſe he is fallen out of his 
happy Dependence' on his GOD ; the Devil 
having ſpoke another (a wretched) Happineſs, 
in a Spirit of Independence, in thoſe baneful 
Words, Eat, ye ſball be Gods yourſelves. 


Man therefore in his natural State can- 
not thank GOD. Ingratitude and Ungodlineſs 
are inſeparable Companions. Unthankful, un- 
Holy always go together. At leaſt, the natu- 
ral Man cannot thank GOD as he ſhould be 
thanked, viz. with the Love and Devotion 
of his Heart—with the Praife of his Life— 
with the Obedience of his Actions -h giving 
up himſelf. to his Service, and by walking before 


bim in Holineſs and Cee as all his Days. 
No; 
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No; the natural Man“ can no more 
thank GOD for his Mercies received, than 
he can humble his Soul under his chaſtizing 
Hand. He can no more praiſe GOD, than 
he can repent. He can no more thank GOD 
than he can obey his Commandments ; (but 
notwithſtanding, let him a/#, and it ſhall be 


given 


Paſor, on the Word, ſays, Judas in Epiſtola ſua wer/. 199. ex- 
plicat Quinam Y x01 dice prjſunt, Scil: eu, wn worres; 
qui Spiritum Sanctum non habent, quo regenerentur. Eft igitur 
homo Vu, qui nihil habet excellens præter animam , quigue 
fold naturali Animi luce eft preditus, & non habet Spiritum, i. e. 
donum Spiritus regenerautis; gui ſolo nature lumine utitur, & cui 
nondam affulſit Lumen gratiæ, in cujus corde nondum exortus ef 
$woPopos ile cœleſtis, de quo Petrus. 2 Pet. i. 19. 

So thatAripores xs and mreyerios diſtinguiſh Mankind 
the animal and ſpiritual Man—the Adam fallen and reſtored— 
the Adam ripped of the Image of GOD to a State little bet- 
ter than that of a meer /e animal, as the Word ſignifies , - 
and Man brought back N, the Fall into all the Bleſſings, 
Myſteries and Powers of 7e/us Chrift, by drinking into them 
through Grace.—A// ſummed up in his ſhort, his e/entzal, his 
all. comprebenſi ue Name, IMMANUEL. It diſtinguiſhes alſo 
between applauded Dei/m and the (but profeſſed) Goſpel—be- 
tween barely natural, and revealed Religion—between all-adored 
Philoſophy, that Yi&@om of Man, ftill ſnatched from the forbid- 
den Tree! and the deſpiſed Un#ior, which, humbly received 
as a Gift from GOD, is the Chriſtian's Significancy, as it 
is his A/l—betveen that Knowledge that puffeth wp, and that 
Charity which ediſietb. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before Men, 
him ewill I confeſs before my Father which is in Heaven. What 
an Aggravation to the Wretchedneſs of the learned Deift, A- 
rian and Pelagian (the Father of the other rie to find that 
true, which a Father of the Church once faid, Surgunt Indocti 
&& rapiunt Calum, cum Nos Doitring noftrs trudimar in Ing. 
fernum ! | 


(6] 

given him; let him riſe and be doing, and the 
Lord will be with bim). He can no more 
magnify the Lord, than he can deny himſelf. 
He is as uncapable of Thankſgiving, as 
Humiliation when called upon to faſt. And 
if he muſt needs thank GOD, it muſt be by 
Subſiitutes, poor Subſtitutes, for a thankful 
Heart—ſuch Subſtitutes as he warſbips, and 
prays, and repents by. If he muſt needs thank 
GOD, it muſt be either in an awkward, a 
ridiculous, and an irrational Way ; ſuch as 
by firing Guns, or ringing Bells, or Bonfires, 
Illuminations and a rabble Rout : The Pro- 
priety of which to, or Connection with, the 
true Praiſe of GOD (which reſides in the 
Heart, and makes it happy, and flows out into 
Thankſgiving and Worſhip) it would puzzle 
a reaſonable Man to make out. Or it muſt 
be done in ſuch a Manner, as ſhall give more 
_ Glory to Man than to GOD. — In a Word, it 
the natural Man muſt needs thank GOD, it 
mult be ſtill worſe, (for he can do nothing 
right, as to GOD, till he is zaught of GOD) 
it muſt be in a more provoking ſinful bad 5 
(if poſſible) even by Riot and Exceſs, b 
Gluttony and Extravagance, by Debauchery 
and Drunkenneſs; making a wicked Return 
for GOD's Goodneſs to him: or making his 
very Love and Mercies an Occaſion of heap- 
ing up Vengeance and Wrath, which one 
Day or other will fall on the Head of ſuch 
Thankſpivers. So juſt is the Obſervation of 
him, who ſaid, + We deter GOD, or make 
« him 
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« him backward to confer Bleſſings upon us, 
< leſt we ſhould make thereof on Occaſion of 
greater Sin by our Manner of thanking 


c him.” 


But who are they that thank GOD Properly ? 
Even they only, who have a Work of Grace in 
their Hearts—they, who, humbled by the 
Spirit of GOD into the Knowledge of them- 
ſelves, know themſelves unworthy of the com- 


mon Bleſſings of Life; and accordingly re- 


ceive ſuch Benefits as we now thank him for, 
with deep Humility, overflowing Gratitude, 
and unfeigned Obedience. 


While the frue Chriſtian praiſes his 
GOD daily, yea momently, for his common 
Bleflings to himſelf and others — for his 
Creation, Preſervation—for his Health, Food 
and Raiment; but principally for the Bleſ- 


ſings of the Goſpel—the preſent invaluable Bleſ- 


ſings of Grace, Peace and Love, through 
Jeſus Chriſt : The formal, the nominal Chri- 
ſtian—or the Ungodly, the Unbeliever, is 
little affected with a Senſe of theſe Things; 
yea, thinks of one Feſus ( through whom 
they are all derived upon us) with as much 
Indifference as the /cathen Feſtus did; and re- 
ceives even thoſe Gifts of GOD, in which 
his own Happineſs conſiſts, and which he 
prizes ten thouſand Times more than Jeſus 
and his Goſpel—the Bread that periſpetb, the 


e Cloathing of that Body that muſt lie 
down 


(3] 

down in the Duſt! He receives them, I fay, 
from GOD, not with ſo much Senſe of Gra- 
titude, as the Ox that knoweth his Owner, or 
the Aſs his Maſter's Crib. 


While the real Chriftian, or even he that 
1s earneſtly ſeeking to be ſuch, is always hap- 
py under a Senſe of GOD's Care and Protec- 
tion—whilſt he is happy, that the Lord is 
KING—that he who created the Heavens and 
the Earth is his KING—that his GOD's par- 
ticular Providence numbereth the Hairs of his 
Head — that he and all that he has are the Ob- 
jects of his Wiſdom and Love—while he 
knows, that all Things work together for good 
to them that ſęeek and love GOD; and there- 
fore in every thing giveth him Thanks: The no- 
minal, the formal Chriſtian, who fo loves GOD 
and Mammon—who /o ſerves GOD, at the 
fame Time that his greater Deſire is to make 
Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſt there- 
of : Not to mention (what is the greateſt Ab- 
furdity) thoſe Chriſtians, who have not even 
the Form of Godlineſls—tbeſe fancied, out/ide 
Chriſtians are ſo far from thanking him, that 
they murmur and repine at GOD's Diſpenſa- 
tions, even while he is filling their Bellies with 
bis hid Treaſure—like greedy thankleſs Dogs, 
they grow] and ſnarl while they are devouring 
their ſtolen Prey. For indeed, no better are 
all the Bleſſings of Riches and Grandeur to 
thoſe, who receive them without the proper 
Returns of Love, Obedience, and Thankt- 

giving. 


[9] 


giving. They are but ſo many Goods ſnatch- 
ed or ſtolen (with the forbidden Fruit) from 
GOD. As the poor Wretch's Life is a con- 
tinued Robbery of GOD, ſo he thanks him 
not for what he acknowledges not as his Gift: 
And though his whole Happineſs conſiſts in 
what, and how he muſt eat, and what he 
muſt drink, and what he muſt put on—yet 
he ſits down to his crowded Table without 
looking up to the Hand that fi//erh all Things 
living with Plenteouſneſs. He never thinks ſo 
uulgarly, as that GOD's good Creatures ſhould 
always be an Occaſion of lifting up our Hearts 
to him; and therefore he falls on his ſumptu- 
ous Fare, with the Gratitude of a Stine, and 
has his gay Cloathing, [his Purple and fine 
Linen] put on him, as a pampered Horſe is 
covered with rich Trappings. 


Who are they then, I aſk, that thank 
GOD properly? Not they, tis plain, who en- 
Joy moſt of the Bleſſings of this Life, though 
very proper Subjects of Thankſgiving : but 
they, whoſe Hearts are full of Grace and Love 
— they, Who, having experienced his pardoning 
Love, love much again, even becauſe they 
bave much forgiven—they who know that GOD 
is good, not in the general only (as ſome ſpe- 
culate) but good to themſelves—they who have 
experienced the Bleſſing of Bleſſings, i. e. who 
know the Lord, i. e. who experience Jeſus a Sa- 


viour, a Saviour indeed; a- Saviour from Sin, Mate. 1, 


Death and Hell—Chriſt their Prophet, Prieſt, 21. 


B and 


and King in the Power of theſe his divine 
Names and Offices—who know what that 
meaneth, Son, ' thy Sins are forgiven thee; go, 
and fin no more; or who know, that the Goſpel 
is, the Power of GOD to Salvation, or that it 
1. is indeed, the Knowledge of Salvation by the 
Forgiveneſs of Sin, to every one that believeth. 


They are the Congregation of Saints only 
that praiſe him. For it becometh well the 
Fuſt to be thahkful. Let us then, my Bre- 
thren, if we would thank GOD as we ſhould 
this Day, for the great Bleſſing conferred on 
us: or, in ſhort, do any other Service to him, 
that he will accep let us look to be Chri- 
ſtiaus indeed; that is, (as the Word implies) 
Perſons anointed with the Spirit of Chriſt— 
anointed into the Mind that was in Chriſt; or 
baptized into him, into the Power of his di- 
vine Names and Offices, as I have ſaid; or 
as the Apoſtle ſays, into the Power of his 
Death and Reſurrection. In fine, let us firſt 
ſeek the Kingdom of GOD and his Righteouſneſs, 
both the imputed and imparted Righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chrift, which will beget in us the Love 
of GOD and our Neighbour :—And ther 
we ſhall have Hearts to praiſe him for all 
other additional Bleſſings alſo, ſuch as this is, 
for which we praiſe him this Day. 


Having thus far prefaced the proper Diſ- 
poſition of Heart, in which, as Chriſtians, 
we are to thank GOD for any Bleſſing; the 


par- 
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particular Subject I would now call upon you, 
my Brethren, tojoin with me in; or rather affiſt 
you to ſhew forth your unfeigned Thanks for, 
is a plentiful Harveſt, and a fine Seaſon to ga- 
ther it in, How thankful ſhould you be, 
that GOD has bleſſed you with Life, Health 
and Strength to prepare your Ground for 
Seed-time and Harveſt! the Seed you carried 
out in ſmall Quantities, (in Handfuls I may 
ſay) and now have brought it home, bleſſed 
by GOD, in Waggon-Loads. You have ſown 
and planted it; but it is GOD that hath wa- 
tered and given the Increaſe. Plenty and In- 
creaſe are the Bleſſings which GOD promi- 
ſes to thoſe, who ſeek Wiſdom of him, and 
who conſequently love and fear him. So, 
ſays he, thy Barns ſhall be filled with Plenty, 
and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt with. new Wine : So 
ſhall you honour the Lord with your Sub- 
ſtance; you ſhall eat your Plenty in him and 
for him, with his Praiſe in your Mouths ; 
and you ſhall chearfully give Part thereof, 
the firſt Fruits of your Increaſe, tor the Main- 
tenance of his Service and Worſhip. Happy 
are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe, yea, 
bleſſed are the People who bs have the 


Lord for their GOD. 


And how does GOD wiſh, that you were 


ſuch a People! O that my People would have 


hearkned unto me; for if Iſrael bad walked in 
my Ways, I ſhould have fed them with the fineſt 


wheat Flower! Now, my Brethren, if we are 
| B 3 not 


3. 


Prow. 
10. 


[ 12 ] 
not (in general) this People, and ye? GOD 
has given us ſuch Plenty, how ſhould a pro- 
per Reflection on ſuch overflowing Goodneſs 
to ſuch Unworthineſs, fill us with Shame and 
Confuſion of Face? How ſhould it raiſe our 
Gratitude into a Flame, and melt our Hearts 
into Repentance, and fncere Acceptance of the 
Spirit and Ends of his Goſpel ? How ſhould it 
excite us to look for Grace to be indeed, what 
we are, in Diſtinction, cailed “ge Anointed of 
GOD,” and ſhew the utmoſt Power of CRI 
STIANITY, as it ſignifies UncTion ; and 
both prove it in ourſelves. and teſtify it to 
others, by it's inſeparable Fruits, a holy Hart, 
a holy Lite! 


or 1 
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The Accounts from all Parts of the Land are 
that there is an uncommonly plentiful Har- 
veſt: And in ſome Parts of Europe, eſpecial- 
ly in the unhappy Germany, as great a Scarci- 
ty: Now, who can account for this? It can- 
not be owing to our being a better People 
than others. For where does Infidelity and 
Scepticilm, Bb the reverſe of ſaving Faith— 
where does Free- thinking and Scoffing“ at Chri- 
2 as it implies that Cuclion of GOD's 
Holy Spirit, that alone can make the natural 
Man a Chriſtian—where, I aſk, do theſe 
Peſts to the Goſpel of GOD, fo abound? and 
the wretched Fruits of ſuch Unbelief, fuch Ir- 
religion, in all manner of Sin and Wigked- 

' nels, 


* A Liberty (a Licentiouſnes of Thought) from m the Tie ies of Re- 
yelauon, 
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neſs, appear in every Place (the more polite 
the worſe) of this Iſland. Bad Principles ever 
affect Practice. All- ruling Faſhion and world- 
ly Maxims of human Wiſdom (though op- 
polite they be to the Spirit of the Goſpel) 
early imbibed as they are, and daily repeated, 
recommend the general Practice, draw the 
Multitude down the Stream, and authorize 
and countenance ſuch Wickedneſſes, as are 
not only oppoſite to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
but even to natural Religion. And what is 
worſe, are preſcribed and enjoined to the 
Practice of the lower Claſs of Mankind, by 
the Example of Men of Literature and polite 
Education: To mention no more than Drun- 
kenneſs and Debauchery, Sabbath-breaking, 
taking GOD's Name in vain, and profane 
Curſing and Swearing, which indeed may be 
called, the Engliſh Sin, as no where in uſe, ſo 
much as in this Land. 


Now who can account for ſuch Goodneſs 
of GOD, to ſuch a People; as our preſent 
Plenty is? Shall we aſſign our better Form of 
Religion, than that of other Chriſtians ; 


Quid leges Sine moribus vanæ? 


Alaſs! empty Profeſſion without Conformity to 
Chriſt—to the Ends and Purpoſes of his Goſpel, 


1s but crying, Hail, King of the Jews! and Form 2 Tim. 
without the Power of Godlineſs, is the finiſh- 3-1—5- 


ing Stroke of the black Character of fallen 
Chriſtians in St. Paul's Prophecy of theſe our 
Days. Shall we aſſign the Happineſs of 

| our 


(14 ] 
* our Conſtitution in Church? No: this 
we know and lament, is, and has been in 
neral Diſrepute for Years paſt, Our Principles 
are out of Practice; the Church of England 
has out-lived her Spirit, which is no other than 
that of the ever- bleſſed Goſpel, and has fol- 
lowed the Spirit of the Goſpel out of this 
Land; and as we are now in the Sardiant 
State of the Church, ſhe has a Name only that 
Rev. 3. the lives, but is dead; that this is too true, 
js evident from the Offence given by thoſe, 
who preach her Goſpel-Truths. And a Mi- 
niſter of her Communion, that will #:c& to his 
Principles, and inculcate the Doctrines of the 
(yet) © happy Conſtitution,” that is, the Doc- 
trines of her Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, 
(though ſubſcribed by all to get at her In- 
comes) is become a Smgularity. 


LH 


This low Eiteem of the precious Truths of 
the Goſpel, reducible (if ſo I may ſay) to 
« Trinity in Unity” and to © Salvation by 
Grace,” as contained in our Liturgy, Articles 
and Homilies, was the Cauſe (no doubt) that 

| encouraged 
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+ The molt ſpiritual Interpreters of the Scriptures, have explain- 
ed Sr. John's Epiſtles to the ſeven Churches of Aa as pro- 
hetic of the catholic or univerſal Church of Chriſt, in its 
ſeven ſeveral Periods or Succeſſions to the End of the World. 
Repreſenting the inward, rea/, and invifible Church, by the 
Things which Chriſt commends in them; and the nominal, 
e#ward or v' Church, by the Things that were, and are 
fill, the Subjects of his Reproof. Dr. More in particular fays, 
the preſent is the Sardian State. See the Author's ſecond 
Letter in Defence of cur preſent Liturgy, 
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encouraged thoſe baſe Men, to write againſt 
what they themſelves had ſo often ſubſcribed, 
aſſented, and conſented to—thoſe Revilers 
and Betrayers of their own Doctrines—thoſe 
Authors (may I call them Reverend !) of the 


the 


our 


fo free and candid Diſquifitions,” and of 


«© Expediency, yea Neceſſity of altering 
preſent Liturgy, Articles, and Homi- 


lies: Whom I call upon once more,* to be 
ingenuous ; and explain to the World, what 
they mean by their ſo boaſted, *©* happy Con- 
ftitution eccleſiaſtical,” ſince the Liturgy, Ar- 
ticles, and Homilies, which they are for al- 
tering and ſetting aſide are not Since the 


Doctrines 


dt. 


* After this Challenge repeated in the Poſtcript to his ſecond 
Letter in Defence of our preſent Liturgy, the Author proceeds 


there: As they began , they are required alſo to ſet their 
Names, or Titles of Digniiy, (for if Fame is not a Liar, 


«6 


Es 
46 


6c 


„% /ome of them are ſaid to be at the Head of this de/erred 


Church) to their ſeveral Performances. And then, this 
little Author engages to do the ſame, though in go Senſe, a 
Match for them. If h they retract, the World may juſtly 
think, that they have done ſomething, that they are aſha- 
med of, as inconſiſtent with the great Depoſitum ! com- 
mitted to them—what, in cv Life, would be ſtigmatized 
with a very plain Name; as inconſiſtent with the Integrity 
of their repeated Acknowledgements, . Sub/criptions, Aſſents, 
and Conſents; or, that they have acted di/fugenuoufly, and 
done ſomething in the Dark, (John iii. 20, 2 1. 2 Cor. ii. 
17.) in the reverſe of the apo/to/zc 0 Character, which ever re- 
nounces the hidden Things of Diſhoneſly, not walking in Crafti- 
eſs, nor handling the Word of GOD car; ag: Bi by mani- 
feſtation of the Trath, commending ourſelves to every Man's 
Conſcience in the Sight of GOD. Or that, alas! what one 
ſaid ſometime ago, is true, namely, that the Church of Eng- 
land is turned Diſſenter at laft;” even di//entient from their 
ewn (ſo boaſted of!) Hazer CoxgTITUTION,” 
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1 16 ] 
Cen. 1. Doctrines of Trinity in Unity—that divine Eſ- 
26, 27. ſence of Man, in which he was originally 
57, Created, and to which he muſt be again reſto- 
Gal. . red, by putting on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; if he 
19. will be Man and happy—Since. the Doctrines 
Eph. 2. of Salvation by Grace,” and of the Unc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit,” which is the Sum of 
our happy Conſtitution are not it—or ſince that 
1 John ANOINTING Which leadeth Believers into al? 
20. Truth, which alone chriſtianiſeth,Þ which alone 
begetteth Faith and Repentance, which alous 
Rom. 8. giveth Power to natural Religion, weak as it 
2- is (lays an Apoſtle) ibrough the Fleſh, which 
alone ſetteth up the Kingdom of GOD in the 
Heart of Man, which alone filleth it with the 
Graces of the Holy Spirit, which alone ſhed- 


Rom. deth abroad therein that Love of GOD and. 


13- 10. Man, which is the fulfilling of the Law, and is, 
Tais, the one Source of good Works, ever inſepara- 
ble from this ſaving Faith, is not 11. But as 

theſe unhappy Men, who in civil Life would 

be called diſhoneſt, as anfaithful to their 
Truft, have proceeded to ſuch daring Lengths 

as to blow up Foundations, as to ſet aſide the 
Doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons in the one un- 
divided Godhead,” as appears by their expung- 

ing our Creeds and Gloria Patri's, in their new 
(intended) Liturgy—that Iiſalt, I muſt call 


it, 


t eicus 1 Fohn ii. 20. Chriſm, CHRIST, Chriſtian ! See where 
the Eſſence of Chriſtianity lies, even in the Spirit of Truth; 
without hie, (however reviPd) it is but Name and Notion, 
No Wonder then that Dem is ſo popular, ſo well received in 
ſuch an Age as this; of which our Lord has propheſied, Lute 
18. 8. 


th 
a N 


— ts 
1 


— WE of 
YE WI | , on. th 
a ICY "x * 2 * 


r 1 


ag 2 


LY a * - 
- 4 : 
— * 4 * * N * * — * . ww - LA * l * ; N wo 
ODT Er ae EE I ESA | 
* 


. ͤl TE nr — wo OD {O27 


[17 ] 

it, on the civil as well as eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment: ] As this is the Caſe, one might 
1 aſk, how it comes to paſs, that the Fathers 
of this Church, our great Clergy, who are ſo 
well paid by the ©. happy Conſtitution,” have 
none of them remonſtrated againſt ſuch illegal 
Proceedings, or even taken Pen in Hand, to 
anſwer or refute them? 


But to proceed; it is neither the Goodneſs 
of our Lives, nor the Scripturalneſs of our Con- 
ſtitution (for it has but a Name only) that Rev. 3. 
has induced GOD t overflow in fuch Goodneſs . 
towards us. It is owing wholly to his power- 
ful Interceſſion, who is ſtill pleading the Merits 
of his Mediation for the barren Tree, Lord, let 
it alone this Year alſo, till I ſhall dig about it and Lule rz. 
dung it.“ It is owing wholly to that Patience, 4» 8. 
Forbearance, and Long-ſuffering, which „ill 
waiteth for our Repentance, our fruitful Faith 
(nor empty Profeſſion) in Chriſt, our Return o 
the Spirit of our Conſtilution, or our Accep- 

C tance 
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Our Lawyers tell us, that the ci and ecclefiaſtic State are ſo 
cemented, that they muſt ſtand or ſall together. 


$ Even againſt Act of Parliament now in Force, which enaQs, 
that if any Perſon ſhall, by open Words, declare or ſpeak any- 
thing in the derogation, depraving, or deſpiſing of the ſaid 
Book, (the Book of Common-Prayer) or anything therein 
contained, or any Part thereof; that every ſuch Perſon, being 
thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall forfeit to the Queen, our 
ſovereign Lady, her Heirs and Succgſſors, for the firit Offence, 
an hundred Marks; ſecond Offence, four hundred Marks; 
third Offence, forfeiture of all, and Impriſonment for Life. 


P/. 65. 


Rom. q. 


þ 18 ] 
tance of the Senſe, the Ends and Purpoſes of his 
Goſpel. Or, if 1 may preſume to offer at 
another Reaſon, GOD. approves the Spirit 
of our Conſtitution, as he did of the rebellious 
Jetos, to whom were committed the Oracles of 
GOD, to whom pertained the Adoption, and 
the Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of 
the Law, and the Service of GOD, and the Pro- 


miſes. GOP, I believe, approves of the Spirit 


of our Conſtitution, though we do not, though 
offenſive it be to our worldly Wiſdom, our Tra- 
ditions, our Philoſophy, our vain Deceit— He 


approves of it, as coming the neareſt of any 


other, to his own Word; avoiding the Mil- 
chiefs of Enthyfiaſm—avoiding the fatal Ex- 


tremes of Arminianiſm and Antinomianiſm: 


Hoping that this dead Form may yet accept of 
that Power, that Life, which he daily offers it. 


Now, -Brethren, has GOD thus increaſed 
our Store and filled our Barns with Plenty, 
notwithſtanding our manifold Sins and Wick- 
edneſs; yea, notwithſtanding our Infidelity, their 
Cauſe; notwithſtanding our Reje#ion of the 
Senſe and Power of his Goſpel—that foul 
Sink of all our Corruptions! has he viſited our 
Earth and bleſſed it? has he made it very 
Fertan; has he watered our Furrows, and 
ent Rain into the little Vallies thereof; has he 
bleſſed the Increale of it; has he crowned hrs 
Year with his Goodneſs? And have his Clouds 
dropt Fatneſs upon us? What Demands are 
Bere for Reformation and Amendment among 
_ us; 
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vs; what Calls to honour him with our Sub- 


ſtance? what Engagements, © unleſs we will Prov. 


ſtill provoke him by empty Profeſſion, and fruft- 
leſs Nominality; what Calls on us, to ſhew the 
Power of Faith by our Love and Obedience, 
by a holy Heart, a holy Life—that we 7ze/tify, 
we mean ſomething by Jesus, by CHRIST, 
by /IMMANnvEL; even by embracing and re- 


3. 9. 


ceiving him in the Power of theſe his divine % 1. 


Names and Offices: That ſo, we may no 
longer talk of Salvation; no longer talk of 
Unt#ion, Chriſtianity; but that, through Con- 
formity to the Croſs and Death of Jeſus, we be ſo 
ſaved from Sin bere, that we be ſaved from the 
Wages thereof hereafter: And /o recover again 
(through the Goſpel) all that we loſt in A. 
dam, namely, the divine Image—IMMANuEL | 
GOD with us! GOD in us! 


Laſtly, Has GOD given you ſuch a plen- 
tiful Harveſt ; has he been thus good to you ? 
And does he daily preſerve your Life, Health, 
and Strength, that you may enjoy theſe his 
Bleſſings? What a loud Call is Here upon you, 
my Brethren, for your double Gratitude—for 


both the Gifts and the Preſervation of yourLife 


to enjoy them? And are you thus indebted to 
bim for your Time for all your Time indebted 


12. 


to him, in whom you live, and move, and have Adi. 


your Being? Does he (in his Goodneſs) al- 
low you ſix Parts thereof for your honeſt In- 
duſtry; and in Love call you off on the ſeventh 
Day, not barely to praiſe him, and live to 
him, to bleſs him Br this invaluable Gift 
C2 your 


28. 
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your: Time; but for all other his Mercies, 
and eſpecially the Fountain of them all, Ix- 
sus CnRISTH ? And is he thus gracious to you, for 
your own Benefit; that you may reſt from 
your Labours, to recruit and repair your bo- 

dily Strength; which without loch a lovin 
Commandment as the fourth is, would (eſpe- 
cially to the Covetous, to whom nothing is 
enough) deſtroy the Strength of your Nature, 
impair, your, Health, and. ſo hurry, you to the 
Grave, which (without im, who is the Re- 
furrection and the Life) is of all terrible T hings 
the moſt terrible. Has GOD, I aſk, in Love 
to yourſelves, as well as in acknowledge- 
ment for the Bleſſings you receive, and in 
Confeſſion of his Right of Dominion over 
you; has he commanded you to reſt from 
your Buſineſs, on the ſeventh Day; and if 
from your Buſineſs and honeſt Labour, much 
more from Sin and Wickedneſs, from Riot 
and Drunkenneſs, from vain Copverſation, 
from idle Viſiting* and Stroling?“ Is it really 
ſo; is all this true? Whar Pretence can you 
make (that I mention Grace and Faith no 
r more) 


* Theſe Words take in the Sabbarh-Breaters in high and lo Life; 
whereof the former are abundantly more culpable, as „hey can 
command all their Time. But indeed is it not to be admired, 
that hey, whoſe Pride, whoſe Loftineſs, whoſe Ambition, 
whoſe Contempt of the Mobb put them upon avoiding 
every Thing that is walgar, ſhould (yet) imitate them in 2zh7s, 
or in profane Curſing and Swearing ? But may not 'Sabbath- 
breaking be owing to the curſed Spirit of the impious Bobk of 
Sports in a former Reign? Surely, the many late „gn Bleſſings 
(beſides Pleuty on ſo ungodly a People, are a loud Call on Au- 
thority, to utter a Proclamation (if not an Act of Parliament) 
for the ſuppreſſing of fidelity, of all Immorality and Irreligion 
avhatſoever, as well as Sabbath-breaking! It is what has been 
gone formerly, on /uc> Occaſions, 
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more) what Pretence can you make to either 
Reaſon, or Propriety of Thought, or to Grati- 
tude, if you will not give him the ſeventh 
Day—if you live in continual Tranſgreſſion 
to this Command of Love? But ſurely, nei- 
ther the Authority, nor the Love of GOD 
is of any Weight, nor makes the: leaſt Impreſ- 
ſion upon Sabbath-Breakers : For were the 
firſt acknowledged, or the latter felt, you 
would conſider, that the ſame Authority which 
forbad Murder and Theft, and Evil-ſpeaking, 
enjoined you to keep holy the Sabbath-Day. 
And did you love GOD—love him with all 
your Heart, you would keep his Command- 
ments, and his Sabbaths would be your De- 
light—your Happineſs: For ſo ſpeaks he by 
his Prophet, adding moreover a gracious Pro- 


miſe to ſuch as reverence him in his Sabbath. 


thou turn. away thy Foot from doing thine own 
Pleaſure on my holy Day, and call the Sabbath 
thy Delight, the Holy of the Lord, bonourable, 
and ſhalt honour him; not doing thine own Ways, 
nor finding thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine 


own Words : Then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Iſa. 58. 
Lord, and 1 will cauſe thee to ride on the high Places 13, 14. 


of the Earth, and feed thee with the Heritage of 


Jacob thy Father. The Mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. 


Stand condemned then, you that are no 
and have often been reproved for Sabbath- 
Breaking, and yet ſtill perſiſt in it. Let the 
Jew, whom you diſpiſe, ſhame you——yore. 

| that 
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122 
that for Tears have made a Practice (for Gain 
or Pleaſure) of profaning GOD's holy Day. 
Let the Tow, I ſay, ſhame you into Convie- 
tion, as into Obedience to GOD and his Law. 
Conſider how your Practice, for Years paſt, 
has ſo hardned you into Sin, that oY Fe 

Conviction and Repentance) you now plead 
for it. Do but reflect a little on the Deceiſful- 
weſs of Sin, and what your Covetouſneſs, and 
Thirſt after unjuſt Gain (as this is) has brought 


to Hardneſs of Heart and Contempt 


of GOD's Word and Commandment:“ which 
yet you have juſt now been praying (I fear 
with ſome Degree of cee de- 
Hvered from.“ 

Learn to know your own Brethren, and in- 
vade not GOD's Property, as the Sabbath- 
Day is. It is his, I fay, and not yours. Em- 
brace this Occaſion of his pouring out his 
Bleffings on you, of teſtfying your Repen- 
tance for what you have done, and do ſo no 
more. Continnue not to provoke him who 
boldeth your. Sou's in Life ; in whom you 
live, move, and have your being. Conſider 
you, that keep Public-Houſes, what a great 
Aggravation to the Sin of Drunkenneſs it is, to 
be guilty of contributing to- it, for a poor 
Gain's ſake, on the Lord's-Day.. And both 
you, and thoſe who go to the Shops for Things, 
that may be had on Saturday-Evening, I ad- 
moniſh no longer to lie under the Guilt of 
other Men's Sins, which you do by Enga- 
ging them to follow their weekly Buſineſs m 

the 
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123 J 
the Lord's-Day. Conſider, my Brethren, you 
have Sins enough of your own to anſwer for; 


without being Partakers of other Men's Sins. 


To ſay no more, let me adviſe all Trafick- 
ers on the Lord's-Day, of what Buſineſs ſo- 
ever; let me adviſe you to conſider the Wel- 
fare. of your Poſterity—to have ſome little 
Concern for your Children, as well as your- 
ſelves. For be ye perſuaded, be ye well aſ- 
ſured, that the unjuſt Gain on the Lord's-Day 
will bring a Curſe on all the Reſt—on what 
is honeſtly gotten the other ſix Days. 


To conclude. Have we juſt now reapt the 
Treaſures of the Earth? Has God now open- 
ed his Hand and filed all Things living (our- 
ſelves, our Cattle, and all that belongs to us) 


_ with Plenteouſneſs? Let us not he baſe and 


ungrateful. Such Meanneſs of Soul becomes 
not the Man, much leſs the Chriſtian—be- 
comes not the Boaſter of his Reaſon, Reflec- 
tion, and Propriety of Thought ; much leſs the 
Anointed of GOD, who, by his Holy Spirit, is 
chriſtaniſed into all the Myſteries, Bleſſings, 
and Powers of his Goſpel; even to the re- 
ſtoring to us the loft divine Likeneſs—to the 
ſubduing the Power of the Devil, Sin and 
Death; to the making us happy both in 
Time, and to Eternity. Let us then, as 
Men and Chriſtians, embrace this new, this re- 
peated Offer of GOD's Bounty to us: And 
while his Food is in our Mouths, let us me ; 

or 


3 4 
for. Grace, to uſe it to his Glory for fo only 
ſhall we avoid the beſtial Sins of Tnremperance 
andExcefs) to love and ſerve him, to avoid of- 
fending him; to return to him by true.Repen- 
tance and a fruitful Faith. And fo Hall we ſhew 
forth his Praiſe, not only with our Lips, but 
in our Lives, by giving up ourſelves to his 
Service, and by walking before him in Holi- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs all our Days, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: To whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory, World without End. N | 
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